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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the claims are 
allowed in view of the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a buckle device additionally 
having the structural combination requiring a second detecting mechanism detecting a 
position of the latch, and outputting a second detection signal; and a judging mechanism 
connected to the first detecting mechanism and the second detecting mechanism, wherein on the 
basis of the first detection signal, the judging mechanism judges whether or not the tongue plate 
is inserted in the device main body, and on the basis of the second detection signal, the judging 
mechanism judges whether or not the latch is engaged with the tongue plate. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The buckle device by Young (U. S. Patent No. 5,871,063) has only one detecting 
mechanism for detecting a position of the latch, but fails to have another detecting mechanism 
for detecting an inserted tongue. 

The buckle device by Yamaguchi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,381,815, cited by applicant) 
has only one detecting mechanism for detecting one of the ejector, latch member and lock 
member, but fails to have another detecting mechanism for detecting an inserted tongue. 

The buckle device by Corrion et al. (U. S. Patent No. 5,742,986, cited by applicant) has 
only one detecting mechanism for detecting a position of the latch mechanism, but fails to have 
another detecting mechanism for detecting an inserted tongue. 

The buckle device by Do (U. S. Patent No. 6,729,427) has only one detecting mechanism 
for detecting the locking state of the tongue, but fails to have another detecting mechanism for 
detecting the state of the latch position. 

The buckle device by Blackburn et al. (U. S. Patent No. 5,944,135, cited by applicant), 
has only one detecting mechanism for detecting either the position of the latch or the ejector, but 
fails to have another detecting mechanism for detecting the postion or state of the remaining 
latch, tongue, or ejector not detected by the one detecting mechanism. 

The buckle device by Becker (U. S. Patent No. 6,205,629) has only one detecting 
mechanism for detecting a position of the latch mechanism, but fails to have another detecting 
mechanism for detecting an inserted tongue. 
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The buckle devices by Devereaux (U. S. Patent Nos. 6,357,091 and 6,474,435) has only 
one detecting mechanism for detecting a position of the ejector mechanism, but fails to have 
another detecting mechanism for detecting the position of either of the inserted tongue or latch. 

The buckle device by Kanbe et al. (U. S. Patent No. 6,742,229) has only one detecting 
mechanism for detecting the insertion of the tongue, but fails to have another detecting 
mechanism for detecting the state of the latch position 

The buckle device by Engler (U. S. Patent No. 6,082,481) has only one detecting 
mechanism for detecting a position of the ejector mechanism, but fails to have another detecting 
mechanism for detecting the position of the latch member. 

The buckle device by Engler (U. S. Patent No. 6,082,481) has only one detecting 
mechanism for detecting a position of the latch mechanism, but fails to have another detecting 
mechanism for detecting the insertion of the tongue. 

The buckle device by Kopetzky et al. (U. S. Patent No. 6,076,239) has only one detecting 
mechanism for indirectly detecting a position latch via detecting the position of the securing 
element, but fails to have another detecting mechanism for detecting the insertin of the tongue. 

The buckle device by Husby et al. (U. S. Patent No. 6,079,744) has only one detecting 
mechanism for detecting a position or state of the latch mechanism, but fails to have another 
detecting mechanism for detecting the insertion of the tongue. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert J. Sandy whose telephone number is 703-305-7413. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J.J. Swann can be reached on 703-306-41 15. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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